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NIGER COAST PROTECTORATE.

“Thisimportant region occupie the wlhola af the cost line btween Lagos
and Cameroons, excepting that botween the Foreados and Brass Rivers, which
Talls within the Niget Towritories, On the N.W. the boundary betwéen the
Trotectorato and Lagos Colony follows a line commencing on the soa-shore ten
et SN G B T e o s e o ik e S
it reaches the Lagos Creck.  Theneo it follows the boundary of the Lenin
country, which s ineluded within the Protectorate. The boundary on the
‘west between the Protectorate and that part of the Niger Territories admin-
el by G Hoyal iger Coany fotfows the Forcados River up to Gana
o i el .5 o T e . G0 . On et e

iy shts middy betoeenths N und Tess moouthe of the Niger
and protosds to 1 o the Orishi or Acgonni Tiver. Thess bovadiics
aro subject to modifiction according to local requirements. The boundary
between the German Cameroons and the Niger Coast Protectorate procceds
from the liead of the Rio el Rey Estuary to the rapids of the Cross River in
575, aind thenes to 3 Joint {5 Wb east of Yoo an dhe Bonse over. The
district was placed wndor Dritish protectomste by treatics mado in 1884
In 1891 tho government was intrusted to an Tnperial Commissioner and
GonsulGenoral, with pdminiimtivo and Sudical poners, and too poxet of
imposig esaton, "Sines Uiy contlar amnistston s Lo csilishod
and ‘conbular conis aonstituted. There bt mitary post, and. otber
o aro about to be established in the fterior. No trustworthy ¢stimate
can be formed of the population,

‘Fully nineteen-trentieths of the extensive trade is in the hands of Dritish
merchants. Imports (1894-03), 739,864L; exports, 825,008l ; imports
(1895-96), 750,075L.; exports, §:4,3331.  Customs rovenuo (1894-95),
117,4230.; (1895-06), 151,244% Thres fourths of the import and half tho
cxport tads s with th United Kisglom, tho greator Jareof tho renainder
belng with France, Germauy, and Holland, The chief products exported
are palm oil, palm Kernels, india-rubber, ivory, ebony, camwood, ibdigo,
guws, barwood, hides, and « little cacao 3 and the imports consist of cloth,
Galico, hardware, spitits, tobacco, gunpowder, guns, Tite, bread, salt, pickled
fncat, matchets, soap, pottery, and fancy articles, The leading trads stations
in the Oil Rivers District are Old Calabar (Duke Town and Creck Town),
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Qua Floe, Opobo (tow) and Ammewi, Olumbls, Ogogo, Exsiue Le.
(interior Opobo) ; New Calalar—including Degams, Dakana, Luguma,
Okrika, &c.—Bonny, Brass, Warri, Benin, ‘At the ports of the Protectorate
in the year 1805-96 there entered 127 Tiritish vessels of 106,445 tons, and
cleared 128 of 167,410 tons.

Tho wmajority of the merchants trading in the Protectorato amalgamated in
1889 into the African Association, Limited, of Liverpool, with 2_nomjnal
capital of 2,000,000L, with powcr to incréase as far as 5,000,000L The
subseribed capital is stated as 425,001,

Tnperial Commissioner and Consul-General, H, D. R. Moor, C.M.G.
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Theso aro governed by the Royal Niger Company, under a charter isued
on July 10, 1686, Its capital of a litlgover 1,000,000% is fully subscribed, and
it has powers to inercaso indefinitely, Its foundation dates from 1882, when
it was Tormed under the name of The National African Compa ted,
with the object of obtaining theso regions for Great Dritain. _This was effected
in 168186 by means of about 300" treaties with mative States and tribes,
including o territorics of Sokoto and Torgu, Sinco then 200 furter
treaties have been made, conipletely filling up the gaps

“According to the Anglo-French, Agreement of August £, 1600, the limit
betireon tho British and French sphercs on the Niger s a lino from Say, on
tho Niger, to Darrawa on Lako Chad, “draxen i such a manner as to comprise
in tho Sphero of the Niger Company all that fairly belongs to the Kingdoin of
Sokoto, the line to bo determined by Commissioners o bo appointcd.” In
accordance with the Anglo-German agrcements of July and August, 1856,
and November 15, 1893, tho limit between tho Dritish and German Spheres
of influence s a line drawn from tho point on the Cross River, ““about 9°8'
of longitude east. of Greenwich, marked *Rapids” on the English admiralty
chart,” to a point on the river enuo thrco miles below the centre of the main
mouth of the river Faro—or about 30 miles east of Yola—and thenctto a point
on thesouthern shore of Lake Chad, “situated 35 minutes east of the mendian
of the centreof the town of Kuka,” the capital of Bornu. ~This Avglo-German
agrcement and the Anglo-French agreement of 1800 thus sccure to ritish in.
fluence the lasgo Westem portion of the important kingdom of Dornu. Total
area of Niger Territories and the regions sccured to the Company’s nfluence
by the above international agreements is estimated ot 506,000 square miles ;
population variously estimated from 20,000,000 to 35,000,000,

Tho Fulsh empir of Sokoto is the most populous and estensive in the
whole of the Suan. The king of Gando, in the middle Niger Valley, as well
as all the other Fulah chiefs, recogniso the suzerainty of the Sultan, who
has conferred on the Royal Niger Company sovercign power throughout a
large part of his dominions, and jurisdiction, <ivil, criminal, and fiscal, over
non-natises throughout the remainder. Sokoto and Gandd together cover
an area of 219,500 square miles, with a population of 15,000,000, 'The
em pire, which is conterminous on the cast with Borny, on the wost with the
Borgu and Mossi conntries, and stretelcs from the Sabara southyards to the
unexplored regions beyond Adamawa, s vich in agricultural resources.
Cotton is largely grown and menufuctured, and leather ware is cxported in
cxchange for SIE from the Sahara and Eurofcan goods.

The Sultan of Sokoto exerciscs direct jurisdiction over only a comparatively
small portion of his dominions, most of which are ruled by tributary vassal





image4.png
NIGER TERRITORIES 195

Kings and ehicfs. The Niger Company has forestalled any questions as to titlo
o sovercignty by making alternative treatics with theso vassal kings. Wurno
is the present capital of tho empirs, on the river Gandi, population 15,000,
There aro a great many other large centres of population and busy market
towns, such as Gando, capital of the Kingdom of Gando ; Yola, capital of
Adamarwa, population 12,000 ; Kano, 35,000 ; Bida, 90,000 ; Gerki, 15,000 ;
Kelbi, 22,000; Yakoba, 50,000 ; Tessawa, 12,0005 Katsens, 7,600 ; Gus
12,000 ; Duky, 15,000 ; Illorin, 60,000. Islam is the religion of the douw
‘nant class, but pagaism still prevails largely throughout the empire.

Borev, which is attached to the Company by treaty similar to that with
Sokoto ectupcs a consdratle porton of tho it ko the mille Niger
to the south of Gandu and north of Hlorin, two of the provinces of the Sokoto
empire. Borgu, which is also known under the name of Dussang, cxtends
westward to the meridian of Greenick, and thus forms the northera boundary
of Dakiomey. Its military power must bo considerable, as it has throughout
this century successfully resisted the attacks of *the Fulah empire. No
trustworthy statistis of this country aro available. Both its goverument aud
peaple are Pagan. The Company maintains two military posts i Doru—
‘oue being at Leaba, about 30 miles south of Boussa, the other at Fort Goldie,
30 miles south of Leaba.

The present capital of the Niger Territorics is at Asaba, where the chicf
justice of the supreme court resides, and whero are lso tho eentral prison, o
“and military hospitals, and other public buildings. ~The headquarters of the
company’s military force are at Lokoja. The other principal settlements
are at Akassa (port of entry), Abo, Abutshy, Atani, Bakundi, Donga, Egza,
Ganagana (port of entry), Ibi, Idah, Leaba, Loko, Odeni, and Yola, the
Jast bein only about 200 iles from ko Chiad. The trade in these inland
tarritorics is s et in its infancy, as the Company has been almost entirely
absorbed in the preliminary work of establishing order and putting down
slave-rail For this purpose it maintains a force of about 1,000 black
troops—chiclly Hausas—commanded by British officers leut by the War
Office, and provided with ample artillery. The principal exports are gums,
hides, indiarubber, ivory, kernels, palm ofl, and vegetable butter, but &
great varicty of minor products are also exported. Considerable plantations
of coffee and cocoa have been started, and a botanic garden ereated.  The
chiel imports are cottons, silks, woollens, earthenware, hardware, beads,
tobacco, and salt. Heavy dutics liave been imposed Ly the Conipany on
spirits and gunporsder. The importation of spirits into_regions north of
latitude 7° N. (stated to form ninetcen-twentieths of the Territories) is now
probibited. Tobaceo and salt aro also taxed. ~All other imports are fce,
The reventie is principally raised by export duties,

The government is conducted by the Council in London, of which the
president s Sir George Taubman Goldie, K.C.MLG., the vice-president, the
Earl of Scarbrough.

Booxs oF REFERENCE OX Niozn CoasT PROTEOTORATE AND NIGER
TERRITORIES.

Annusl Repats of the Toyal Nizer Company.

Dpers Relatng to the Msssacrs of Bt Olicals near Deoln.  London, 1507,

Trivelsof Cletnerton, R Lander, Tichanlson, Darth, Tobis.

a8 AR el ey Yoot 18

Borngen @iy Wl S B, o0 057

Gotdze (g, 014 Calabar and s Misson, 1500,

Sarford Bairity € £ Ngeeund Yorala Roites 2le, Loodon, 160505,

Hurthinson, Narmstieeof the Kiger, Tehadda, aod Binué Expiorstion,

THaien (816, Conostar Jurindiition i ho Kiger Const, - London, 1855,

eile (3 scothy, Toe Parktion of Africa, 2ud. ed. Lodon, 165

02




image5.png
Lucas (C. ), Historical Geography of the British Colonie:
MazDanatd (Sir €. 31, Paper 1 Proceedings It 0. &, 150
Lo R (6 1) HaUsaahl: i Hanared ey {issgh e Cestet Soulsn. .
oo 163
“Mockler Ferryman (A. 1), Up the Niger. London, 1602
Thoman 0 4z Pt 1 e Gegeriicl o, (15t
rotter (Colonel . K9, Th4 Nier Sourecs.  Landon, 1807,
andeteur (S, Nupe and Horif. I Geographical Journal for Oetober, 1897, London.

Vol IIL. Oxford, 1804,





